UPCOMMING

The candy bowl is for trick-or-treaters,
not Scruffy or Fluffy. Several popular
Halloween treats are toxic to pets.
Chocolate in all forms—especially
dark or baking chocolate—can be very
dangerous for cats and dogs, and
sugar-free candies containing the
sugar substitute xylitol can cause
serious problems in pets.

While a carved jack-o-lantern
certainly is festive, pets can easily
knock over a lit pumpkin and start a
fire. Curious kittens are especially at
risk of getting burned or singed by
candle flame.

For some pets, wearing a costume may
cause undue stress. We recommend
that you don’t put your dog or cat in a
costume unless you know he or she
loves it. If you do dress up your pet for
Halloween, make sure the costume
does not limit his or her movement,
sight or ability to breathe, bark or
meow.

Halloween brings a flurry of activity
with visitors arriving at the door, and
too many strangers can often be scary
and stressful for pets. All but the most
social dogs and cats should be kept in
a separate room away from the front
door during peak trick-or-treating
hours. While opening the door for
guests, be sure that your dog or cat
doesn’t dart outside. And always make
sure your pet it wearing proper
identification—if for any reason he or
she does escape, a collar with ID tags
and/or a microchip can be a lifesaver
for a lost pet.

Watauga Animal Services offers pet
micro-chipping and chip registration
at a discounted price of $20.00 for
residents and non-residents. No
appointment is necessary, just stop by
the Shelter during business hours
with your pet and their CURRENT
Rabies Certificate.

All dogs and cats four months of age or
older which are kept, harbored or
maintained within the corporate
limits of the city shall be licensed. No
appointment is necessary, just stop by
the Shelter during business hours
with your pet and their CURRENT
Rabies Certificate.

Do you have a dog who hates car rides, or who looks ill at even the mention of a
ride in the car? Many dogs lack positive associations to car rides because when
they do go for a drive, it’s to the groomer or veterinarian, outings they may not like.

Here s how to help your dog to like riding in the car:
’

Step 1:
Don’t feed your dog her daily meal
before doing the exercise. Start
with a walk out to the car. If your
car is in an unfenced driveway,
keep her on a loose lead for safety.
Open the car door and hand the
dog a small piece of food or her
favorite toy, which you have
retrieved from inside the car. If your
dog doesn’t want to get into the
car, walk back to the house. (If the
dog does get into the car, move on
to step 2.) Repeat this step one to
three times each day for six days.

Step 2:
Once you’ve established a positive
association to being near the car,
climb into the car holding the dog’s
lead and hand her some of her
food, kibble by kibble, or hold out
her favorite toy. Tell her how much
fun car rides are, hand her one
more piece of food or the toy, and
return to the house. If she still
seemed reluctant during this step,
repeat the process three times
daily — and start moving further
inside the car so that she is
stretching to reach the toy or
kibble.

Step 3:
After six days, you should be able
to walk out and sit in the car with
your dog. If she is still unwilling to
climb in, gently pick her up and
help her in. Attach a seatbelt to the
dog if you plan to use one for rides.
Sit next to her, pet her and praise
her, and use the toy or food as a
reward. Then, teach her a release
word, such as “OK,” and climb out
together (you first) and go for a
short walk — another reward.
Practice three times in one day.

Step 4:
On another day, repeat step 3 but
this time have your dog eat her
whole meal out in the car. Sit in the
car with her next to you and let her
eat. After she has finished, release
her with an “OK” and take a walk.

Step 5:
Dinner out again! This time, put the
dog in the car with her food and
start the engine. Don’t go
anywhere; just start the car. If she is
willing to eat with the motor
running, let it run. If not, shut it off
and let her finish her dinner. Then,
release her and take your walk
together.

Step 6:
If the dog stopped eating with the
motor on, try a higher-value food
the next day. Repeat the previous
day’s activity: Give a yummy dinner
with the motor running and take a
walk afterward. Practice daily or
nightly until your dog is relaxed,
climbs in and out of the car, and
enjoys dinner with the motor
running.

Step 7:
You have reached the big event — the car ride! Just like every other day, go out together, get in the car and start the
motor. Have the dog’s dinner with you, but don’t serve it yet. Attach her seatbelt and give her a toy for the short journey.
As you leave the driveway, talk to her and praise her. Drive no more than five minutes and when you get back, serve her
dinner in your driveway with the motor still running. Then release her, take a walk together, and tell her how great she
is.

Practicing stress-free trips in the car with your dog

From this point on, practice daily, adding drive time each day. If your dog
starts to drool or become anxious at any time, stop and take her for a walk to
relax her, and then go home. Make the next day’s drive a little shorter or take
a route with fewer curves and bumps if you suspect that might make a
difference. Start taking her out for walks during your outings and remember
to travel together often. You don’t need to serve dinner, but a small treat or
playtime are great rewards for stress-free trips. Thank you for working with
your dog so that she can enjoy car rides for the rest of her life.

Like most City facilities, Animal Services has had to limit the number of
people inside the Shelter so as to comply with COVID-14 safety protocols.
This included placing a hold on our Volunteer Program. We are thrilled
to announce that we may welcome back volunteers beginning
October 1, 2020.

OUR
COMMITMENT TO
OUR VOLUNTEERS:

How To Get Involved:
If you wish to become a Watauga Animal Services Volunteer or
you would like additional information, please visit our website.
Our program is designed to allow volunteering is specific areas of
Animal Sheltering:
Adoption Assistant
Grooming Specialist
Lost and Found Specialist
Kennel Assistant
Office Assistant
Special Events Volunteer
You must be 18+ years old to volunteer.

