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Supervisor, Alex Magee
Magee began her tenure as an Animal Control Officer
in 2005 and was promoted to Animal Services
Supervisor in 2012. Magee has an amazing amount of
Animal Sheltering knowledge and strives daily to show
each animal that they are loved and cared for while
they are housed at the Shelter.
You can often find Supervisor Magee working with
animals on their behavior in an effort to find them a
new home.
Animal Control Officer Dulce Garcia
In 2015 ACO Garcia was hired as a Kennel Tech and
it wasn't long before she was promoted to Animal
Control Officer; her work ethic is something that can't
be denied, she is ALWAYS busy.
Garcia has excelled as an ACO and is frequently
called upon as a translator for the Department. She
has become an integral part of our team and we look
forward to seeing what her future holds.

Animal Control Officer Kaitlyn Bless
ACO Bless is our newest employee, hired in 2018,
she brings a passion for animals that is like no other
we have seen. We find ourselves constantly telling her
she cannot take anymore animals home as she is at
her limit for the City she lives in; she was here less
than a month before adopting.
ACO Bless has shown an eagerness to learn all she
can about sheltering and being an ACO which is a
valuable asset to have in the animal field.

Know What To
Look For When

HANDLING
DOGS

Dogs communicate with one another and with us using their own
elegant, non-verbal language. These tips focus on seven important
aspects of a dog’s body: eyes, ears, mouth, tail, sweat and overall
body posture/movement. You can use this information to interpret
what an animal is feeling.

When looking at dog's eyes, pay attention
to the white part of the eye (the sclera),
and consider the focus and intensity of
the dog's gaze. When a dog is feeling
tense, his eyes may appear rounder than
normal, or they may show a lot of white
around the outside (sometimes known as
a "whale eye".)
Dilated pupils can also be a sign of fear or
arousal—these can make the eyes look
"glassy," indicating that a dog is feeling
threatened, stressed or frightened.

Dogs have a wide variety of ear types.
Although it may be easier for us to see ear
position in dogs with erect ears, even
floppy-eared dogs like Basset hounds can
move the base of their ears forward and
back to show different emotions—just
look at the direction of the base of the ear.
When a dog is relaxed, his ears may be
slightly back or out to the sides. As a dog
becomes more aroused, the ears will
move forward, pointing toward a subject
of interest. When their ears are most
forward their foreheads often wrinkle.

A relaxed dog will often squint, so that his
eyes become almond-shaped with no
white showing at all.

Dogs pant to cool themselves, but panting
can also be a sign of stress, particularly
rapid panting accompanied by a tight
mouth with stress wrinkles around it.
Dogs also have the ability to sweat
through their paws. You may notice a dog
leaving wet footprints on the floor if he is
particularly upset.

Much like your own “goose bumps,” the
hair can raise along a dog’s back when he
is upset or aroused. This is also known as
piloerection or “raised hackles” and can
occur across the shoulders, down the
spine, and above the tail. Hackles don’t
always mean aggression is imminent, but
they are an indicator that the dog is
excited or upset about something.
A frightened or stressed dog may also
shed more than usual.
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A relaxed dog will likely have his mouth
open and may be panting, with no facial or
mouth tension. The corners of his mouth
may be turned upward slightly.

always mean aggression—it is important
to consider the whole body and the
context to understand what a dog is
saying.

A fearful or tense dog will generally keep
his mouth closed, and may pull his lips
back at the corners (also known as a
"long lip".) He may also be panting
rapidly. A panting dog who suddenly
closes his mouth in response to
something in the environment may also
be indicating increased stress. Drooling
when no food is present can also be a sign
of extreme fear or stress.

Yawning and lip licking may be an early
sign of stress, particularly when
accompanied by a tight mouth and often a
whining sound, as this dog is doing. (She
is being approached by a new, strange
dog.)

A dog displaying a physical warning may
wrinkle the top of his muzzle, often next
pulling his lips up vertically to display his
front teeth. This Doberman is displaying
this behavior, called an "offensive pucker,"
while standing over a bone. Her muzzle is
wrinkled and the corner of her mouth is
short and forms a C-shape. This warning
often comes with a tense forehead, hard
eyes (note her round eyes with a lot of
white showing, and the fully dilated pupil.)
This dog was also growling when the
photo was taken—all very clear warnings
to anyone approaching that bone.

When observing a dog's tail, there are two
things to consider: the position of the
base of the tail, and how the tail is moving.

Some dogs display a "submissive grin" or
"smile". This is also a gesture where a dog
shows his front teeth, but a smiling dog is
doing just that. He usually shows a
lowered head, wagging tail, flattened ears,
a soft body posture and soft, squinty eyes
along with those teeth. Teeth don't

A relaxed dog holds his tail in a neutral
position, extending out from the spine, or
maybe below spine level. As the dog
becomes more excited or aroused, his tail
usually rises above spine level.
The tail movement may be a loose wag
from side to side or a sweeping circular
motion. As the dog becomes more excited
or aroused, his tail usually rises above
spine level. He may also move his tail side
to side in short, rapid movements as he
becomes more excited.
A fearful dog will tuck his tail between his
rear legs. The tail may also be held rigid
against the belly, or wag stiffly.
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When initiating play, dogs often start with a play bow, and generally follow up with
exaggerated facial and body movements. A playful dog's body movement will be loose
and wiggly, with lots of movement and brief pauses during play.
A dog who seems stiff, moves slowly, or who keeps moving away may not be interested
in social interaction with this playful dog.
Looking away, sniffing, scratching, lying down, or other avoidance behaviors may also
indicate that the play session is over.
A fearful dog may lean away, lean back, tremble, crouch, lower his body or head, or roll
onto his side or back. Often, his eyes will often be fully open with large pupils, his
forehead will be wrinkled, and his tail will be lowered or tucked.
An extremely fearful dog may freeze completely or frantically try to escape, and he may
urinate or defecate when approached.
A dog displaying aggressive body language will look large, standing with his head raised
above his shoulders. His body will be tense, with weight either centered or over all four
feet or leaning slightly forward onto the front legs.
A dog displaying aggressive behavior may also have a wrinkled muzzle, a short lip and a
hard eye.

Mark Your
Calendar...

Animal Services will
be at Watauga Fest
doing pet adoptions!

T.C.A.P. Vaccination Clinic
The 2nd Saturday of each month from 10a.m. – 12p.m.

May 18th

Texas Coalition for Animal Protection (T.C.A.P.) is joining us
to provide low cost vaccinations and other various pet
services. Cash or Charge ONLY
T.C.A.P Services:
Rabies Vaccination
Flea and Tick Prevention
Heartworm Prevention
Other Various Vaccines
Watauga Animal Shelter Services:
Micro-chipping
City Registration

$5.00
$12.00
$25.00 - $35.00
$10.00 - $15.00
$15.00
$5.00

Clear the Shelters
NBC and Telemundo owned stations are
teaming up with hundreds of shelters across
the country to host Clear the Shelters, a
nationwide pet adoption drive that found
102,686 homeless animals new homes in
2018. During the Clear the Shelter event we
will offer FREE adoptions, which include animal
sterilization, vaccinations, deworming and
micro-chipping.
When:
Time:
Where:

Saturday, August 17th
10am - 5pm
Watauga Animal Services
5203 Watauga Road
817.656.9614
www.cowtx.org

PARKER WAS FINALLY
ADOPTED AFTER 262
DAYS AT THE SHELTER

MARCH 2018/2019 STATISTICS
2018

2019

IMPOUNDS
ADOPTIONS
TRANSFERS
RETURN TO OWNER
EUTHANASIA

40
25
5
17
13

41
20
4
14
6

SERVICE CALLS
BITE INVESTIGATIONS
DANGEROUS DOGS DEEMED
CITY LICENSES

83
3
1
29

107
4
2
17

As Summer is quickly approaching, Animal
Services wants to remind you that allowing your
pet to remain outside without adequate shelter,
food and water is against City Ordinance.
Reference: Chapter 6 Animals, Article VI Animal Care, Section 6-291

